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Editorial 
Jama Musse Jama 
 

New frontiers to explore 
On 21 January 2025, Redsea Cultural Foundation signed a 

Memorandum of Understanding with Pluto Journals Ltd and 
African Books Collective. With this edition, in fact, Dhaxalreeb 
Academic Journal is officially co-published by the Redsea Cultural 
Foundation in Somaliland and Pluto Journals in the UK. Two years 
ago, the Somaliland Centre for African Studies adopted the 
journal, reforming its editorial policies to evolve it from a 
publication focused on arts and cultural news into an 
interdisciplinary academic journal. The editorial team and 
production leadership will remain based in Hargeysa, ensuring 
the journal continues to provide a vibrant publishing 
environment, especially for academics from the Global South. 
The collaboration with Pluto Journals is expected to give greater 
prominence to academic voices from the Global South, helping 
to widen the dissemination of content that has previously 
struggled to gain traction. 

This partnership is part of the ‘African Journals Initiative’ 
(AJI)1, a programme created by Pluto Journals2 and the African 
Books Collective3. The initiative collaborates with an increasing 
number of diamond open access social science and humanities 
journals based in African universities, operating entirely without 
fees for authors or readers. The initiative receives support from 
ScienceOpen4 and JSTOR5. 

 
1 see https://www.plutojournals.com/african-journals-initiative/ 
2 Pluto Journals is an independent publisher owned by the not-for-profit 

Pluto Educational Trust, and publishes twenty+ diamond OA journals. 
3 African Book Collective has thirty-five years of experience helping 

African academic publishers to distribute books globally. 
4 ScienceOpen is a web-based platform, that hosts open access journals 

and run by an organization based in Berlin: www.scienceopen.com. 
5 JSTOR is a digital library that provides access to academic journals, 

books, and primary sources. https://www.jstor.org. 
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Dhaxalreeb is one of six journals chosen for the initiative's 
first cohort, alongside Zamani: A Journal of African Historical 
Studies (Tanzania), the Journal of Humanities (Malawi), the Legon 
Journal of the Humanities (Ghana), the Ethiopian Journal of 
Education (Ethiopia), and the Ibadan Sociology Journal (Nigeria). 
The aims of this three-year pilot programme are to improve the 
discoverability and visibility of African journals, increase their 
usage and submissions, and assist in securing funding from 
academic consortia and libraries. The programme is designed to 
offer participating journals a range of services, including 
enhanced visibility and discoverability, indexing, user-friendly 
submission systems, and comprehensive annual impact reports. 
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Under this initiative, SienceOpen will offer support to 
Dhaxalreeb and other participating journals regarding the 
proposal submission and overall peer-review processes. At the 
same time, JSTOR will amplify these voices by distributing the 
content on its established platform. Dhaxalreeb, a pan-African, 
peer-reviewed journal from the Somaliland Centre for African 
Studies, is rooted in indigenous knowledge production and 
research focused on the Horn of Africa. It plans to utilise the 
initiative for enhanced discoverability and indexing. According to 
JSTOR, the AJI project advances the shared mission of JSTOR, 
Pluto Journals, and the African Books Collective "to increase 
access to scholarly content and to support sustainable open 
access solutions, especially in regions with historically low 
content visibility."6 Through this partnership, the Dhaxalreeb 
editorial team hopes to improve discoverability and streamline 
access to the journal content7. 

 
A new editorial board 

The new development within our publishing line is not only 
that: we have new editorial board members who have recently 
joined. We welcome them and are grateful to have a robust team 
of various expertise that will enhance the quality of the 
production. Professor Giorgio Banti, Professor Emeritus at 
Oriental University of Naples, Italy; Professor Lee Cassenelli at 
the University of Pennsylvania, USA; Professor Michael Walls at 
University College London, UK; Dr Nasir M. Ali of Laas Geel 
Institute of International Relations, Somaliland; Dr Mohamud H. 
Hussein, Agribusiness Solutions, Somaliland; Clare Bath, 
University of Notre Dame, USA; Dr Kedir Jemal, University of 
Haramaya, Ethiopia and Dr. Idris Elmi, Deeqsan Publishers, 
Djibouti; are all joining the previous editorial board, Amina 
Mohamud, Redsea Cultural Foundation, Somaliland; Roble 

 
6https://about.jstor.org/blog/opening-access-amplifying-voices-six-

african-journals-now-on-jstor 
7Dhaxalreeb contents are available at https://www.jstor.org/journal/ 

dhaxjacadsoma/ 
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Mohamed, Somaliland Centre for African Studies; Tirsit Yetbarek, 
Somaliland Centre for African Studies; and Dr Jama Musse Jama 
as Chief Editor of the editorial board.  

The new team are eager to facilitate access to publishing 
platforms for scholars, especially those in the Global South, 
through a swift and high-quality review process. Their diverse 
academic backgrounds, combined with their scholarly work 
focused on the region, enhance the valuable role they play. 

Collective action is the engine of change, and the progress 
made with this issue stands as a testament to our dedication. We 
therefore urge all scholars to join us in fostering an inclusive 
academic community and cultivating authentic knowledge that 
values depth and integrity over rapid output. 

As usual, we welcome contributions from researchers at all 
career stages, from established academics to those just starting 
out, with a special focus on nurturing and uplifting emerging 
voices. We eagerly anticipate collaborating with our academic 
networks and connecting with Africanist scholars worldwide. 

We recommend to explore the new submission tools. 
Details on the new submission process can be found on the 
journal's dedicated submission page at https://www.plutojour 
nals.com/dhaxalreeb. 

 
 
 

  


